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Data cap delay not deterring new task force 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The mayor is not 
reserving course on a new task 
force despite Comcast's decision 
to delay the imposition of a data 
cap for Internet users. 

Last week Mayor William 
Sapelli announced that he was 
creating a Municipal Fiber Task 
Force to look at the internet and 
broadband within town. 

This subject came up due to 
Comcast adding a data cap for its 
customers, where those who ex- 





ceed the data limit will be charged 
with additional fees. Comcast 
originally announced that the 
data cap would go into effect this 
year, but they recently announced 
that the data cap wont be imple- 
mented until 2022. 

Though Comcast has changed 
the date the data cap will be en- 
forced, Sapelli has not changed 
his mind on the task force. 

“They re just delaying the inev- 
itable, it’s like kicking a can down 
the street youre going to meet 
back up with it’ Sapelli said. “I 
think we have a solid group and 


we have to take a look at our op- 
tions now. 

The task force hasn't met yet 
but there is a planned first meet- 
ing for Wednesday, Feb. 24 so the 
group can begin discussing this 
project. 

Sapelli said that he collaborat- 
ed with a few people from his of- 
fice to figure out who to include in 
the task force, he knew that Media 
Manager Les Tingley was an obvi- 
ous choice; along with IT Director 
Jeff Hulbert. He wanted a diverse 
eroup of people from town rather 
than just department heads so 


Swimming for victory 


he included two residents, City 
Councilor Rosemary Sandlin, and 
Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Director Robin Wozniak to get an 
accurate input from the public 
and those who represent it. 

When the data cap was an- 
nounced, Comcast claimed only a 
small number of residents would 
hit or exceed it, but Sapelli feels 
with internet becoming more of a 
primary need people shouldnt be 
limited in this way. 

“Were looking at all our op- 
tions, we dont own the poles in 
town so thatd be a cost, and there 
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Sarah Kriebel swims her way across the pool at Agawam Junior High School at a recent virtual swimming meet. More photos of the girls swimming team are on page 
8. PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Verizon Wireless re-files special permit for cell tower 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Verizon Wireless 
has withdrawn its request, with- 
out prejudice, for a special permit 
and variance, meaning that they 
can resubmit a plan for the al- 
ternative site. Verizon decided to 
move the cell tower plan to the al- 
ternative site one as the ZBA sug- 
gested, and have recently filed for 
a special permit on the new site. 

“Alternative site one is, from a 
bird's eye-view, to the left of the 
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clubhouse; in the woods near one 
of the golf holes, ZBA Chairper- 
son Doreen Prouty said. “We did 
look at all the alternative sites 
while the first case was open but 
we thought site one was a better 
fit, and Verizon choose that site as 
well. We didnt tell them they had 
to choose alternative site one, we 
just told them that it was our sug- 
gested site and they choose it as 
well? 

Last year Verizon Wireless 
proposed building a cell tower 
in town at the Agawam Munic- 


413.283.8393 


ipal Golf Course, the tower was 
planned to be next to the park- 
ing lot and would need a special 
permit and variance dues to the 
proximity go the golf clubhouse. 
The abutters to the golf course 
had concerns about the closeness 
of the cell tower to their homes, 
some being the radiation risk and 
the high winds that can be experi- 
enced near the Clubhouse and the 
top of the course. Abutters were 
worried that if a strong enough 
wind came by it could knock 
down the tower, causing damage 


to the golf course and perhaps to 
surrounding homes. They were 
also concerned about the site of 
the tower as it’s directly behind 
some houses, and their view is 
obstructed by the tower. 

The abutters proposed alter- 
native sites for the Zoning Board 
of Appeals and Verizon Wireless 
to consider moving the tower too. 
These sites were on different areas 
of land on the golf course where 
the elevation isn't as high and the 
tower wouldn't need a variance to 
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are other options to consider. I’m 
not saying were absolutely going 
to change it but were looking at 
everything, Sapelli said. “I know 
that there may be costs associat- 
ed with what we choose but I also 
know that the residents arent 
afraid to pay a little more to get 
sufficient internet.’ 

Many have called to ask ques- 
tions on the options for internet 
in town and how Agawam will 
move forward, Sapelli said that 
the task force will be contemplat- 
ing all these questions and more 
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Vaccines not 
coming local 
as town exits 
red category 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The Town of Aga- 
wam has been informed no more 
first doses of the COVID-19 vac- 
cine will be provided to the town 
of local vaccination clinics. All 
doses of the vaccines are current- 
ly being re-routed to mass vacci- 
nation sites. 

The news of this comes in the 
heels of Agawam leaving the red, 
high-risk for COVID-19 spread 
category it has been in for more 
than two months. Agawam'ss num- 
ber of positive tests has dropped 
below five percent, and the town 
is now in the yellow category 
for moderate risk of COVID-19 
spread. 

Agawam is one of many com- 
munities to see rates of positive 
COVID tests come down. For the 
entire pandemic, there have been 
2,237 cases of COVID-19 reported 
by the town. More than 70 percent 
of those cases have come since the 
second spike of cases that started 
in October 2020. Cases have been 
steadily dropping since the vac- 
cines began being administered. 

There were more than 100 ac- 
tive cases of the virus just a few 
weeks ago, and that number is 
now down to 58. There are only 
12 children in the community 
currently suffering from the virus. 
Several Agawam nursing homes 
have already had vaccine clinics 
for staff and residents, and there 
are currently no active cases of 
the virus. 

While the news continues to 
be positive for cases going down, 
there is frustration on making ap- 
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Velis named Chair of Veterans and Federal Affairs Committee 


BOSTON - On Friday the Massachusetts State 
Senate announced new committee assignments 
for the 2021-2022 legislative session. Senator 
John Velis (D-Westfield) was named the Senate 
chair of the Joint Committee on Veterans and 
Federal Affairs. When asked about his new po- 
sition, Senator Velis stressed the importance of 
delivering for those who have served our coun- 
try. 

“Those in our Armed Forces are selfless and 
courageous individuals who lay their lives on the 
line in defense of our great country. In turn, we 
need to do everything we can to make sure we 
are properly assisting and caring for those who 
serve and have served. said Senator Velis, who 


needs and skillsets, and I am incredibly excited 
to chair the committee directly tasked with all 
aspects of Veteran affairs.’ 

Senator Velis will chair the Joint Committee 
alongside State Representative Paul McMurtry 
(D-Dedham). Senator Velis noted that he has 
filed several pieces of Veteran Affairs legislation 
on his own already and that he hopes to see sev- 
eral major Veterans Bills be signed by Governor 
Baker this session. 

In addition to his chairmanship, Senator Ve- 
lis was also named Vice-Chair of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Mental Health, Substance Use and 
Recovery, and Vice-Chair of the Joint Committee 
on Children, Families and Persons with Disabil- 


on issues very near and dear to my heart, said 
Senator Velis. “As someone who went through 
the special education system in Westfield, and 
as someone who has had their own struggles in 
recovery, I look forward to lending my person- 
al insight to these committees as we work on 
legislation that will benefit residents across the 
Commonwealth.’ 

Senator Velis will also be sitting on five oth- 
er joint committees in the 2021-2022 legislative 
session, including the Joint Committee on the 
Judiciary, the Joint Committee on Municipalities 
and Regional Government, the Joint Committee 
on Public Safety and Homeland Security, the 
Joint Committee on State Administration and 





1? PAGES is a Veteran and Major in the U.S. Army Reserves __ ities. Regulatory Oversight, and the Joint Committee 
himself. “Our Veterans have their own unique “Both of these committees will be working on Tourism, Arts and Cultural Development. 
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to find the best solution for the town. There are residents 
calling and emailing about their concerns, questions, and 
general confusion with the data limit; and while it was 
almost daily a few weeks ago the calls have since calmed 
down after the task force announcement. 

There have been less calls and emails with concerns, 
and more people commenting on social media with their 
thanks to Sapelli and the task force. Sapelli said that peo- 
ple are happy with the decision to make a task force and 
look at all internet options before the data cap is instilled, 
the residents are grateful that Sapelli is looking into more 
options. 

As a resident, the data cap does not affect Sapelli very 
much, as he is not as tech savvy as others and doesn't use 
the internet besides the basics. “It doesn't impact me and 
I don't use it much, but as Mayor, and the person the peo- 
ple elected to speak for them, I’m going to look into every 
option, Sapelli said. “I want people to know were looking 
into it, and I know this couldnt have come at a worst time. 

Other towns have been very vocal about their oppo- 
sition of the data cap being imposed by Comcast. Most 
communities in the area use Comcast for cable with many 
utilizing it for Internet. 


VACCINES | 


pointments for vaccination. Agawam learned last Thurs- 
day that residents who currently qualify to be vaccinated 
must make an appointment with a state-sponsored clinic. 

“The Agawam Health Department has been notified by 
the Governor Baker's Office beginning March 1, 2021 all 
municipalities will no longer receive vaccine to support 
further first dose clinics, the town's website states.’ Mu- 
nicipalities will only be provided second doses to complete 
the series that have already been given. Our final first dose 
clinic will be held on March 3, 2021 for Agawam Seniors 75 
years of age and older. 

Anyone wishing to be vaccinated should call 211 for as- 
sistance in registering for a state sponsored clinic, or go to 
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov 
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be built. The members of the ZBA went to the golf course 
to look at the alternative sites during a balloon test by Veri- 
zon, after reviewing the sites the ZBA suggested that alter- 
native site one was a better location for the tower. 

As the site is in the woods the Conservation Commit- 
tee will have a say in the final decision; although Prouty 
doesn't know if Verizon did a conservation study she as- 
sumes that they would have discussed the location with 
the appropriate parties before submitting their new plans. 
There is currently a public hearing for the new site sched- 
uled on March 22 at 6 p.m. via Zoom, where Verizon Wire- 
less will present their new plan and the public can offer 
their comments. 
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Turley Publications 
wants to hear from you 


REGION - Everyone uses different tools to get the 
news. 


At Turley Publications, we strive to reach all our 
readers. In that effort, we have created an online sur- 
vey to learn about how our readers get their news. 
Please complete this survey to educate us on how we 
can best reach you, the reader. The 10-question sur- 
vey takes about two minutes to complete online. The 
survey can be found at https://www.surveymonkey. 
com/r/DBSJ69F. Thank you. 





Apply for garden 
Club scholarship 


AGAWAM - Applications are now available for the Aga- 
wam Garden Club scholarship. To qualify for the scholar- 
ship students must be a graduating senior of Agawam High 
School or a college student who graduated from Agawam 
High School. Applicants must be majoring in or planning 
on majoring in one of the following: botany, environmental 
engineering, environmental science, earths systems, for- 
est management, natural resources, plant soil and insect 
science, sustainable agriculture, sustainable horticulture 
or food and farming, turf grass science and management, 
landscape design and management technology, clean 
energy, technology studies: wastewater or other environ- 
mental related studies. Applications are available through 
Agawam High School or can be found on our website at 
agawamgardenclub.com. 


ARREST LOG 


The Agawam Police Department responded to 883 
calls for service from Feb. 15 to Feb. 21 and recorded 
the following arrests. No arrests in the public log have 
been omitted. All suspects are innocent until proven 


cuilty. 


There was one arrest reported during the past week, 
but information was too redacted by the Agawam Po- 
lice Department to publish. 
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Consignment shop 
holding annual bag sale 


AGAWAM - The Trading Post Consignment Shop locat- 
ed at the First Baptist Church of Agawam, 760 Main Street, 
Agawam will be holding its popular $5 bag sale starting 
Wednesday, Feb. 24 through Wednesday March 10, includ- 
ing Saturday, Mar. 6. ‘This sale is held a few times each year 
to help clear out inventory of seasonal clothing to make 
room for the next seasons items. 

Just buy a bag for $5 and fill it with as many designat- 
ed adult and children sized winter clothing articles as you 
can. Some handbags, hats, scarves and shoes will also be 
part of the stuff a bag sale. In addition, many other things 
will be half price. This will include books, CD’s/DVD's/ 
VHS, jewelry and select household/gift pieces. 

For customers who wish to either donate or offer cloth- 
ing for consignment, we are now accepting spring and 
summer only. 

Our hours of operation are Wednesdays, 10 a.m. to 5 
p-m., and the first Saturday of each month, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
We hope to see you. 

For future news and information, please visit our The 
Trading Post Consignment Shop Facebook page or follow 
us on Instagram @fbctradingpost. 


Participate in virtual 
photograph show 


AGAWAM - Please join us online to participate in our 
first virtual photography show. Since we couldn't do our 
usual exhibit at the library, we moved it online so we can 
continue to share outstanding photography with our com- 
munity, and to support our beloved library. Officially, this 
is our First Open Virtual Photography Show. Categories in- 
clude creative, nature, pictorial, and photojournalism, and 
the photography never disappoints. 

Awards totaling $1,340 have been determined by our 
esteemed judges Amy S. Dane and Barbara Krawczyk, 
both highly respected photographers. Their comments are 
available online, along with the photographs, so the Show 
can continue to be an educational experience for partici- 
pants. 

The show can be accessed at www.agawamlibrary.org/ 
about-2/friends/#FriendsPhotoShowFirstVirtual. For fur- 
ther information please contact Bob Kadis at 

r.kadis@comcast.net or at 413-789-4814. 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 


300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 


OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8om; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 


budgetcabinetsales.com 


Krafi&Maid 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVINS ROOM 


WHOLE OCTOPUS ams eee S499” 


> fF 4 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


SALE DATES: 


2/25/21 - 3/3/21) Buy DIRECT FOR ==: SAVINGS « SELECTION « SERVICE 
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St. Patrick’s Road Race going virtual for 2021 
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HOLYOKE - If you haven't heard by now, 
for the second year in a row, the Holyoke St. 
Patrick's Day Road Race has been cancelled 
due to concerns surrounding COVID-19. | | | + 

We certainly didn't come to this decision FF = ————) | 7 a. a i / 
lightly but in the interest of our participants, A le | - ‘ini = 
volunteers, and our community we have can- 
celled this year's in person race. We've been 
looking forward to the race since the cancel- 
lation last year, never thinking this pandem- 
ic would last this long. 

We understand that this isn't a replace- 
ment for the real thing but running with 
7,000 others right now is not possible, but we 
will try to make it just as fun! This March 
we will hold the second Virtual Holyoke St 
Patrick's Day Road Race. Create your own 
10K route (or use ours!) and compete against 
other runners. We will provide a familiar 
looking t-shirt, printable custom bib num- 
ber, free beer, and local giveaways. 

Go to __ http://racewire.com/register. 
php?id=11824 for all the details to register. 

Lastly, thank you for your patience and 
support over the last year. The St. Patrick's 
Committee of Holyoke works tirelessly year- 
round to make this “Homecoming Weekend” 
the best one of the year. We look forward to 
the opportunity to host you on the streets of 
Holyoke for the 45th running of the Holyoke 
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St. Patrick’s Road Race in March 2022. 
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Free introduction to manufacturing offered 


Unemployed due to 
COVID-19 targeted 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


COVID-19 has torn through the 
economy as companies had to dial 
back their services or products in the 
wake of the pandemic, change their 
business models and furlough or lay 
off employees left and right to make it. 
Others just shut down entirely. While 
some people have been able to find 
work, there are plenty of workers who 
havent been able to, and the state 
wants to help. 

For those who have lost their jobs 
due to COVID-19 and remain unem- 
ployed, the MassHire Career Centers 
in Holyoke and Springfield are offer- 
ing free virtual manufacturing train- 
ing classes. They will help participants 
learn about career manufacturing, 
basic manufacturing standards, man- 
ufacturing processes, basic blueprint 
reading, quality control processes and 
tips on teamwork. The career centers 
used to be known as the state's One- 
Stop Shop for employment needs for 
those looking for work and employers. 

Participants must have a high 
school diploma, Internet connectivity 
with streaming capability, be unem- 
ployed due to COVID-19 and have a 
device such as a laptop, desktop com- 
puter or tablet to access the internet. 
It is also compatible with cell phones. 
Instructor coaching is also provided. 

“The last two governors have been 
very invested in what they can do to 
maintain or grow manufacturing as 


an industry in general, said MassHire 
Career Center Holyoke President and 
CEO David Gadaire said. 

With COVID-19 translating to job 
losses for many, it was decided to tar- 
get those who have lost their jobs as 
layoffs and business closures began 
last March as restaurants, gyms and 
other businesses were temporarily 
closed and then able to start up in re- 
duced capacities, he said. 

“We think many people wrongly 
have this picture of what manufac- 
turing is all about, with idea that it’s 
dirty, he said. “But many manufactur- 
ers have pristine processes, for which 
mathematics is needed and _ their 
manufacturing is really a science. 

He said starting wages are good 
and it’s possible to make a sustainable 
wage and move through company 
ranks to get ahead. 

“The classes are a guide, to counsel 
them as to what to expect in manu- 
facturing, the kind of math needed 
and so they candidly will know what's 
going on, he said. “It’s also designed 
to get people off unemployment and 
help them move into what could be a 
good career. 

The classes are self-paced and offer 
tips on who work as a team member, 
how to address concerns that come 
up on the manufacturing floor and 
problem resolution, Gadaire said. 

Businessman Joseph Peters, a 
member of MassHire Hampden Coun- 
ty Workforce Board, has been in man- 
ufacturing for decades, and decided 
to test drive the classes to be sure 
potential students would get useful 
information about manufacturing if 
they took them. 


“It provides exposure to manu- 
facturing machines, safety protocols 
among other things,’ said Peters, who 
owned Universal Plastics in Holyoke 
up to a few years ago, and who re- 
mains active in the company. “I think 
someone who has gone through this 
would be looked at differently than 
someone who hadnt taken it when it 
comes to the hiring process. I would 
be much more interested in someone 
who had taken this course. Our com- 
pany is looking for people right now 
and this would give someone a lot of 
advantages. 

Peters said these days many young 
students are not exposed to manu- 
facturing at all and are unfamiliar 
with it either generally or specifically. 
That exposure differs from when he 
was young, when many people knew 
people in manufacturing even if their 
immediate family wasn't involved, he 
said. The classes provide that expo- 
sure if they ve never had it in school 
or in the workforce, he said. 

“Hes lived manufacturing and 
breathed it his whole life, and in my 
mind that makes his opinion about 
it very credible, said Gadaire of Pe- 
ters opinion that it gives potential job 
seekers a way into manufacturing. 

For more information or to regis- 
ter for the classes contact Kate Smith 
at Masshire Holyoke at 413-322-7162 
or Ksmith@masshireholyoke.org or 
Yvette Jackson at Masshire Spring- 
field at 413-858-2827 or yjackson@ 
masshirespring field.org. 

The funding for the classes was 
provided by the state Office of Hous- 
ing and Economic Development 


oTCC to offer certified auto damage appraiser course in March 


SPRINGFIELD - Springfield Tech- 
nical Community College will offer 
a certified auto damage appraiser 
course for insurance claims profes- 
sionals and auto body technicians be- 
ginning March 1. 

The 60-hour course is the first step 
to becoming an auto damage apprais- 
er in Massachusetts. The training 
through STCC’s Workforce Develop- 
ment Center prepares students for the 
exam to be a licensed appraiser. 

Classes will be held Mondays and 
Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., 
through May 10. Classes will be held 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m., through May 10. Students 
will meet in the Scibelli Hall (Building 


2) theater and must follow the col- 
lege’s COVID-19 protocol. The audito- 
rium seats 200, but the class size will 
be limited to no more than 20 individ- 
uals. Masks are required. 

Approved by the Massachusetts 
Division of Insurance, the training 
offers an in-depth discussion of insur- 
ance regulations, policy arbitration 
and work completion forms. 

The instructor has 20 years’ experi- 
ence in the collision repair and insur- 
ance industry in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut and holds auto appraiser 
licenses in both states. 

The course will include the use of 
flat rate manual, collision diagnosis, 
cost estimation and preparation of 


written estimates. 

To become licensed, students will 
need to complete the course and a 
three-month apprenticeship with 
a licensed Massachusetts automo- 
bile appraiser. In addition, they will 
need to obtain a certified letter veri- 
fying the apprenticeship. The appren- 
ticeship must be completed prior to 
applying to take the Massachusetts 
Automobile Damage Appraisers Li- 
cense Examination. 

For more information and to en- 
roll online, visit www.stcc.edu/wdc 
and then click on “auto damage ap- 
praiser. To contact the Workforce 
Development Center Office, call (413) 
755-4225. 





@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 





CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 


11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 


Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 


Sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 


Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 


413-543-0791 
www.donovanspub.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 


sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 

Www. venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 


Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 


Closed Monday 
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OUR VIEW 


In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downer 


I received an email from a Brook- 
field resident, who had a Coopers 
hawk perched in a tree in his yard 
for about two hours on Feb. 3. He 
also include a photo of the hawk. 

The Coopers hawk is about 16 
inches long and has a long narrow 
tail. The adult is blue gray above, 
light below with reddish-brown 
barring. Its crown is darker than 
the back. The immature is dark 
brown above, light below with thin 
brown streaks and keeps the imma- 
ture plumage for a year. 

The female lays three to six pale 
blue green eggs with dark spots in 
a platform nest of sticks and lined 
with bark placed in a tree. During 
breeding season, it has regular 
feeding routes where it hunts for 
common medium sized birds like 
mourning doves, blue jays and star- 
lings. In winter, it may show up at 
bird feeders. 


Starlings and suet cakes 
I also received an email from a 
woman, who had starlings come 
to her homemade suet. Here is the 
recipe for the suet. 


HOMEMADE WILD BIRD SUET 

prep time 10 minutes and cook 
time 15 minutes 

Ingredients 

4% cup rendered fat or lard 

2 cup old-fashioned oats (not 
instant) 

2 cups chunky peanut butter 

2 cups beef broth 

¥ cup sugar 

¥ cup raisins/dried cranberries 
or chopped nuts (optional) 

1 % cup wild bird seed 

Squares of wax paper (to put be- 
tween sliced cakes for storage) 


Instructions 

In a large pot, combine lard, oat- 
meal, peanut butter, broth and sug- 
ar stirring frequently. 

Heat to a boil, then reduce to a 
simmer. 

Simmer for 20 minutes or so or 
until mixture is the consistency of 
thick oatmeal. 

Stir in raisins and /or nuts. 

Remove from heat and stir in 
bird seed. 

Pour into mold and put in freez- 
er, cooling until hardened. 

Once hardened, remove suet 
“brick” from freezer and allow it to 
soften slightly to ease in cutting. 

Store thawed cakes in refriger- 
ator for up to one week or refreeze 
with a sheet of wax paper in be- 
tween. 

Note: This recipe is not practical 
for the hot summer months, where 
the cake will turn rancid quickly, 
but it is great during the winter 
months when it will maintain its 
freshness and shape. 


Bluebirds 

I received an email from an 
Oakham resident. He said, “I've 
lived her by Dean Pond for more 
than 35 years and have never, ever 
seen a bluebird in my yard, but to- 
day (Feb. 13), three male bluebirds 
were at my suet feeder. He also 
said, “I've had a bluebird house in 
my yard for years and the only oc- 
cupants I can remember were flying 
squirrels.’ 

People may report a bird sight- 
ing or bird related experience by 
calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving 
a message at extension 100, email- 
ing mybackyard88@aol.com — or 
edowner@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005. 
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Milk jug seed starting part 2 


milk jug seed starting experiment, posed by 
Barbara who wrote in last week wondering if I 
have had any success with this trendy technique. 

Here are the nuts and bolts! Start with clean gal- 
lon containers, the see-through kind that water or 
milk come in. About four inches up, just below the 
handle, safely cut around the jug, leaving an inch or 
so on either side of the handle as a “hinge.” 

You should be able to bend the top 
back and forth. Make a number of drain- 
age holes in the bottom; three or four per 
quadrant. There is a lot of advice out there 
on how to do that, from drilling holes, 
to twisting an exacto knife around and 
around and even using a hot tool to melt a 
hole in the plastic (really!). I generally like 
to make holes in reused plastic containers 
by banging a large nail through the bottom 
into a piece of scrap lumber placed under- 
neath. 

Once the drainage holes are made, fill the bot- 
tom of the jug with moist seed starting mix. ‘Coast 
of Maine has recently become my favorite after a few 
years of trying out new brands. With the soil in place, 
sow your seeds. If the seeds are tiny or even relatively 
tiny, don't cover them with soil, simply space them 
out evenly on top and press into the surface. 

You may wonder how to deal with tiny seed. 
I place it in a folded index card and gently tap the 
card so that the seeds fly out. If you can handle the 
seed easily, do cover with only a small amount soil, 
say an eighth of an inch or so and firm down. How 
many seeds to sow is a tricky question. If you want 
to keep the plants in the jug until they go in the gar- 
den, then hope for four plants, maybe six per jug at 
the most, figuring how big they will be at transplant 
stage. For tricky germinators, perhaps double or tri- 
ple the amount of seed you sow versus how many 
you desire. If germination is great, you can always 
transplant some out. Close the container and seal it 
with duct tape. Be sure to label the jug with the plant 
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name via a paint pen, really the only writing utensil 
that won't smear, fade or wash away when exposed 
to the elements. 

Place the jugs in full exposure outdoors and 
with the cap off, so that heat can escape and small 
amounts of moisture can penetrate. When the tem- 
perature outdoors heats up past 60 degrees, be sure 
to take the duct tape off and vent your seedlings. 
Check often and water as needed. The 
pros recommend to cover with a blanket 
if frost threatens or even move heat lovers 
inside on cold nights. To prevent tip-over 
by four-legged friends or playful kids, pros 
also suggest putting the jugs in trays or 
bins. 

As you can see, this method is not 
maintenance-free, but certainly worthy 
of a try especially for gardeners who are 
short on indoor space or in the mood to 
get their hands dirty earlier in the season 
than normal. January and February is the 
perfect time to start seeds that need a cold treat- 
ment. Look for key terms on the seed packet, such 
as “stratification needed, “sow in the fall, or other 
terms. 

You can begin to sow cold hardy annuals in 
March- think chard, spinach, kale, snapdragons, 
bachelor button and the like, while April should be 
reserved for warmth-lovers like pepper, tomato, ba- 
sil, zinnias and marigolds, paying special attention 
to frost predictions and bringing these plants in as 
needed. 

Well Barbara, thank you for the great topic! I 
promise to give this method a try and will report 
back my successes and failures. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held the 
position of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Vil- 
lage. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question’ in the subject line. 


Free COVID-19 testing at HCC 
extended until March 31 


HOLYOKE — Free “Stop the Spread” COVID-19 
testing at Holyoke Community College has been 
extended until March 31, 2021, according to the 
Holyoke Board of Health. 

Drive-through testing at HCC is conducted six 
days a week in parking lot H near the western en- 
trance to the Donahue Building on the college's 
main campus, 303 Homestead Ave. 

HCC has been serving as a “Stop the Spread” 
drive-through testing site since Aug. 26 to help 
reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

Drivers are asked to enter the campus from 
Homestead Avenue, turn left onto the Campus 
Road and proceed to parking lot H. There will be 
signs and parking attendants on site to manage 
the flow of traffic. 





The HCC testing site is open Monday, Wednes- 
day, Friday and Saturday from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.; 
and Tuesday and Thursday from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Testing is free to all Massachusetts residents, 
and conducted on a first come, first serve basis. 
There are no appointments and no referral is nec- 
essary. Turnaround time for results is typically 
four days or fewer. 

More information on all of the Stop the Spread 
test sites across the state can be found at: https:// 
www.mass.gov/info-details/stop-the-spread 

Please Note: Testing may sometimes be can- 
celled due to inclement weather. Be sure to visit 
the Holyoke Board of Health website for up-to- 
date information on cancellations: https://www. 
holyoke.org/departments/board-of-health 
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Agawam Public Library announces March activities 


Programs and activities for kids 


and teens: 
Mar. 1 to 5 
Book Bundles For all ages 

Are you stuck in a reading rut? Would 
you like to try some new authors, or learn 
something new? 

We will choose books for you based on 
your answers to some quick questions. 

Request a book bundle by going to: 

https://bit.ly/38FtSMT 


March Madness: Disney Trivia 
For individuals and families 

Test your knowledge of Disney Movie 
Trivia with a fun trivia game using Ka- 
hoot. This program is ideal for individuals 
in grade 5 and older or families who work 
together. 

Monday, Mar. 1 at 7 p.m. Registration is 
required. 

Participants will view the questions in 
a Zoom format and will need a second de- 
vice to use to submit their answers. 

The winners will get a small prize, and 
bragging rights. 


Mar. 8 to 12 
Book bundles For all ages 

Are you stuck in a reading rut? Would 
you like to try some new authors, or learn 
something new? 

We will choose books for you based on 
your answers to some quick questions. 

Request a book bundle by going to: 
https://bit.ly/38FtSMT 


Krafty Kids: Glittery Pot of Gold Craft Kit 
For ages 3-5 

Preschool children can make a make 
their own pot of gold and can hang it up as 
part of their home décor for good luck. 

Limited supplies of this craft will be 
available beginning Mar. 8 by calling 413- 
789-1550 ext. 3. 


Krafty Kids: Shamrock String Art 
For grades 1-4 
Make Shamrock string art! Once com- 
pleted, you will have a seasonal accent you 


can hang in your room as bedroom décor 
on the luckiest day of the year. 

Limited supplies of this craft will be 
available beginning Mar. 8 by calling 413- 
789-1550 ext. 3. 


Krafty Kids: Luck of the Irish Bracelet 
For grades 5-12 

Make a lucky Irish bracelet to keep for 
yourself or to give as a gift. This shamrock 
accessory is a fun addition to jewelry sup- 
plies and will complete just about any out- 
fit on St. Patrick's Day. 

Limited supplies of this craft will be 
available beginning Mar. 8 by calling 413- 
789-1550 ext. 3. 


March Madness: BINGO 
For individuals and families 

Come play a fun game of BINGO. ‘This 
program is ideal for individuals in grade 5 
and older or families who work together. 

Monday, Mar. 8 at 7 p.m. Registration is 
required. 

Participants will participate in a Zoom 
format to hear the numbers called and will 
need a second device to use to mark their 
online BINGO cards. 

The winners will get a small prize, and 
bragging rights. 


Spring Decorating Contest 
For kids of all ages 

Collect spring decorating supplies be- 
ginning on Mar. 8. 

Make a spring creation, send us a pic- 
ture of your finished project before Mar. 26, 
at Agawamchildrenslibrary@gmail.com for 
a chance to win a small prize! 

Winners in four age groups, pre-K, K-4, 
5-8 and 9-12 will be announced on Mar. 29. 
Stay-at-home Storytime For ages 3-5 

Let’s explore dinosaurs! Miss Susan will 
share some dinosaur stories and a simple 
craft on video beginning on Mar. 8. 

The video will be posted at https://www. 
agawamlibrary.org/children/ starting Mar. 
8. 

Limited supplies of the craft will be 
available beginning Mar. 8 by calling 413- 
789-1550 ext. 3. 


Gift shop open limited hours 


AGAWAM - The Vine and Branches Gift 
Shop will continue to be open on Tuesday 
and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. We 
would like to thank everyone for their pa- 
tronage during these difficult times and we 


will continue to pray for health, peace and 
strength as we all journey through 2021 to- 
gether. You may contact our Pastoral Min- 
ister Deb Briancesco RN at 413-786-8200 
ext.3 with any questions or concerns. 





Nominations sought for region's 
oldest community service award 


SPRINGFIELD — The Advertising Club of 
Western Massachusetts is seeking nomina- 
tions from throughout Hampden, Hamp- 
shire, Franklin and Berkshire counties for 
the Pynchon Award, which recognizes those 
citizens of our region who have rendered 
distinguished service to the community. 

The Order of William Pynchon was es- 
tablished by the Advertising Club in 1915 
to recognize and encourage individuals 
whose lives and achievements typified the 
ideals of promoting citizenship and the 
building of a better community in western 
Massachusetts. Past recipients include war 
heroes, social activists, teachers, volun- 
teers, philanthropists, historians, clergy, 
physicians, journalists, public servants, 
and business leaders — a diverse group; 
each with a passion for our region and a 
selfless streak. A complete list of recipients 
since 1915 can be found at http://www.ad- 
clubwm.org/events/pynchonaward. 

To nominate an individual, please sub- 
mit a one-page letter explaining why the 
nominee should be considered. Please in- 
clude biographical information, outstand- 
ing accomplishments, examples of service 
to the community, organizations he or she 
is or has been active in, and the names, 
phone numbers and e-mail addresses of at 
least three people who can further attest to 
the nominee’: eligibility for induction into 
the Order of William Pynchon. The Pyn- 
chon Trustees respectfully reserve the right 
to eliminate nominations from consider- 


ation due to insufficient information. 

Qualifying nominees will be considered 
and researched by the Pynchon Trustees, 
composed of the current and five past pres- 
idents of the Advertising Club.Nomina- 
tions must be submitted by March 19, 2021 
to: William Pynchon Trustees, Advertising 
Club of Western Massachusetts, P.O. Box 
1022, West Springfield, MA 01090-1022 or 
by e-mail to info@adclubwm.org. 

Pynchon medalists are chosen by unan- 
imous decision of the Pynchon Trust- 
ees. 2021 recipients will be announced 
in June of this year, with an awards cer- 
emony tentatively scheduled for the fall 
of 2021. Recipients are presented with 
a bronze medal cast with the name and 
likeness of Springfield’s founder, Wil- 
liam Pynchon, and bearing the inscrip- 
tion: “They honor us whom we honor. 
The Advertising Club of Western Massa- 
chusetts is the premier organization for 
all marketing and communications pro- 
fessionals in western Massachusetts and 
northern Connecticut. The club offers its 
members the ability to advance and enrich 
the advertising community, by acting as a 
catalyst for idea exchange, professional de- 
velopment and creative energy. The club of- 
fers its members a forum to learn, network, 
recognize achievement and give back to 
build a stronger advertising and marketing 
community. Learn more at adclubwm.org. 

For more information, go online to ad- 
clubwm.org. 


Mar. 15 to 19 
Book Bundles For all ages 

Are you stuck in a reading rut? Would 
you like to try some new authors, or learn 
something new? 

We will choose books for you based on 
your answers to some quick questions. 

Request a book bundle by going to: 
https://bit.ly/38FtSMT 


Songs & Signs — For babies & 
their caregivers 
Enjoy a short video of Ms. Pamela sing- 
ing songs and teaching some basic sign 
language for babies and their caregivers. 
The video will be posted at https://www. 
agawamilibrary.org/children/ on Mar. 15. 


Mar. 22 to 26 
Book bundles For all ages 

Are you stuck in a reading rut? Would 
you like to try some new authors, or learn 
something new? 

We will choose books for you based on 
your answers to some quick questions. 

Request a book bundle by going to: 
https://bit.ly/38FtSMT 


Krafty Kids: 3D Rainbow Fun For ages 3-5 
Children in preschool can follow Ms. 
Rose as she takes you through the steps to 
make a colorful rainbow craft. 
The video will be posted at https://www. 
agawamilibrary.org/children/ on Mar. 22. 
Limited supplies of the craft will be 
available beginning Mar. 22 by calling 413- 
789-1550 ext. 3. 


Krafty Kids: 3D Paper Flowers For grades 
1-4 
Students in grades 1-4 can follow Ms Su- 
san as she takes you through the steps to 
make simple 3D paper flowers for spring. 
The video will be posted at https://www. 
agawamilibrary.org/children/ on Mar. 22. 
Limited supplies of the craft will be 
available beginning Mar. 22 by calling 413- 


789-1550 ext. 3. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Ancient Persian city 
5. opindles 

11. Stake 

12. Retrain 

16. Close by 

17. Commercial 

18. One who publicly 


39. Series of ridges in 
anatomy 
40, Hebrew leader 
43. A portent of good 
or evil 
44, Supreme goddess 
45, Gelatinous substance 
49, Engage in a contest 
announces 90. Famed ballplayer Ruth 
19. American ballplayer 51. Pledge 
24. Junior’s father 53. -__, denotes past 
25. GO up or climb 54. Revival 
26. Concern 56. spanish surname 
27.When you hope to 58. Gold 
get there 59. Elsa’s sister 
28. lacocca and Oswald 60. Workplace 
are two 63. Large quantity of 
29. Plant of the lily something 
family 64. Engraved 
30. Male college 65. Discount 
organization 
31. National capital 
33. Raccoonlike animal 
34. Symbols of fertility 
38. Astronomy unit 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Shoe 

2. Disquiet 

3. Posture 
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Krafty Kids: Paper Hyacinth Flower 
For grades 5-12 

Students in grades 5 to 12 can follow Ms 
Pamela as she takes you through the steps 
to make hyacinth paper flowers for spring. 

The video will be posted at https://www. 
agawamlibrary.org/children/ on Mar. 22. 

Limited supplies of the craft will be 
available beginning Mar. 22 by calling 413- 
789-1550 ext. 3. 


March Madness: Scattergories 
For individuals and families 

Come play a fun game of Scattergories. 
This program is ideal for individuals in 
grade 5 and older or families who work to- 
gether. 

Monday, Mar. 22 at 7 p.m. Registration 
is required. 

The winners will get a small prize, and 


bragging rights. 


Mar. 29 to Apr 2 
Book bundles — For all ages 

Are you stuck in a reading rut? Would 
you like to try some new authors, or learn 
something new? 

We will choose books for you based on 
your answers to some quick questions. 

Request a book bundle by going to: 
https://bit.ly/38FtSMT 


March Madness: Famous people trivia 
For individuals and families 

Test your knowledge of Famous Peo- 
ple Trivia with a fun trivia game using Ka- 
hoot. This program is ideal for individuals 
in grade 5 and older or families who work 
together. 

Monday, Mar. 29 at 7 p.m. Registration 
is required. 

Participants will view the questions in 
a Zoom format and will need a second de- 
vice to use to submit their answers. 

The winners will get a small prize, and 


bragging rights. 
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4. Large nests 

5. Soviet “Second 
Symphony” composer 

6. Joins two pipes of 
different diameter 

7. Exist 

8. Overdose 

9, Pleat of fabric 

10. Predict the future 

13. Burgeoning technology 44. Gov't lawyers 

14. Having made a valid 45. Constructions 
will 46. Former British gold 

15. Having no fixed course coin 

20. route 47. Unkeyed 

21. Lethal dose 48, Rechristen 

22. \ndian musical pattern 50. Threaten persistently 
of notes 51. Southeast 

23. Athlete 52. Cools your home 

27. Geological times 54. Removes the leaves 

29. Atomic #21 55. Regretted 

30. In support of 97. Thus 

31. Brew 61. Relief organization 

32. Certificate of (abbr.) 
insurance 62. Exclamation of 

33. Taxi surprise 


34, Type of saying 

35. For cigars 

36. Phil __, former CIA 

37. Local area network 

38. Gym class 

40. Philippine Island 

41, Not great or bad 

42. Eastern part of NY 
State 
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Drive-thru entertainment 
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AGAWAM - Agawam Congrega- 
tional Church's Valentines Dinner 
became a drive-thru event on Friday, 
Feb. 12. Included in the drive-th- 
ru “experience was entertainment 
from singer Joe Saimeri. 
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From left Debra Pond and Roberta Page from Agawam Congregational Church wait for cars while Joe Saimeri sings classic songs. PHOTOS BY SHELBY MACRI 
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From left; Roberta Page, Debra Pond, and Ray Pond greet guests while panda out the Valentine’s Day 
suppers 





From left; Joe Saimeri sings while Roberta Page listens and monitors the drive through 
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Debra Pond and Roberta Page tell the number of meals needed while Joe Saimeri sings for those in line. 
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Agawam High School Counseling Bulletin 


Reminders: 

Scheduling for the 2021-2022 school year 
is just around the corner! Students should 
be on the lookout for an email that was 
sent to their APS account. We are excited to 
move this process fully online this year! 

All students should be checking their 
Naviance accounts on a regular basis. There 
is so much valuable information for all stu- 
dents, whether youre headed directly into 
the work force, the military, or college upon 
graduation from AHS. If you cant access 
your account, please be in touch with your 
School Counselor. 

Open Houses/Informational Sessions/Dis- 
covery Days: 

Student registration is now open for the 
NEACAC Spring College Fairs, which will 
be held on the following dates and times: 
Sunday, March 14 from 1 to 3 p.m.; Wednes- 
day, April 14 from 7 to 8:30 p.m., and Sun- 
day, May 16 from 1 to 3 p.m. To date, there 
are over 170 colleges that are registered to 
participate in the program. Registration for 
students and school counselors is required, 
but free of charge. Please visit: neacac.swoo- 
go.com/NEACACVirtual_Spring to register. 

The National Association of College Ad- 
mission Counseling will be hosting Focus 
Fairs designed especially for students with 
special interests or residing in specific re- 
gions: STEM (March 7), Performing & Visual 
Arts (March 16), Western US (April 10), and 
Southeastern US (April 20). Students may 
register at virtualcollegefairs.org 

Whether youve already started your col- 
lege search or have no idea where to begin, 
BigFuture Days will give you a chance to get 
information about multiple colleges from 
college admissions officers and current col- 
lege students. The program for the North- 
east will be held on Sunday, March 7. Please 
visit cb.org/bigfuturedays to register. 

Colleges and universities will be host- 
ing information and recruitment events, 
in a variety of formats, in the next couple 
of months. Check the colleges’ websites for 
more information and to confirm the date 
and time of the event. While campus visits 
may look and feel different during this time, 
it is important to take advantage of these 
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programs to learn as much as you can about 
the schools that are of interest to you. 
$cholarship Information: 

See your counselor or visit the websites 
below for more information or an applica- 
tion. 

The Department of Higher Education (in 
partnership with EOHHS and the Unaccom- 
panied Homeless Youth Commission) will 
be offering the Moving to College Housing 
Scholarship. This scholarship will include 
year-round, on-campus housing, a meal 
plan and case management (it does NOT 
cover the cost of tuition, books or transpor- 
tation) for students who enroll in a full-time 
in a degree-seeking program at one of the 
participating colleges: Berkshire Commu- 
nity College, Mass College of Liberal Arts, 
Massachusetts Bay Community College, 
Framingham State University, Mt. Wachu- 
sett Community College, Fitchburg State 
University, North Shore Community College 
and Salem State University. To be eligible, 
students must have experienced unaccom- 
panied youth homelessness, be a US citizen 
or permanent resident/green card holder, 
and meet income limits. More information 
and the application can be found here: 

doe.mass.edu/sfs/edstability/mtc.html. 
Please note that applications are due by 
March 1. 

The William R. Rooney Scholarship is 
available to residents of Hampden County 
who are members of the senior class and 
have been on an IEP or 504 Plan for two 
years. Please visit horacesmithfund.org for 
an application. The application deadline is 
March 15. 

The Walter S. Barr Scholarship is avail- 
able to residents to Hampden County who 
are members of the senior class at their 
local public or private secondary schools. 
Awards will be made on the basis of all 
available information, including school re- 
cords, recommendations and examination 
scores. Awards will be continued through 
the four year course if the student's record 
and need justify such continuance. Consid- 
eration will be given to both the merit and 
financial need of the applicant. Please see 
horacesmithfund.org for details. The appli- 
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cation deadline is March 15. 

The Professional Women in Construc- 
tion (PWC) - CT Chapter is pleased to of- 
fer multiple scholarships to students (male 
or female) enrolled in undergraduate or 
craduate degree programs in Construction, 
Construction Management, Interior Design, 
Architecture, Landscape Design, or Civil, 
Mechanical, Structural, and Electrical En- 
gineering. The students must be enrolled 
full-time for the complete year. The appli- 
cation is available at pwcusa.org/chapters/ 
about-connecticut/connecticut-scholar- 
ship/ and is due no later than March 17. 

Seniors who attended the James Clark 
School (two-year minimum) are encouraged 
to apply for the James Clark PTO Scholar- 
ship. Applications are available in Naviance 
and are due no later than March 29. 

The Rebekah Assembly of Massachusetts 
is offering a scholarship of $1000 to qualified 
seniors who plan to further their education 
by attending a two or four-year college pro- 
gram. Applications are available in Naviance 
and are due by March 30. 

The Agawam Municipal Scholarship is 
available to graduating high school seniors 
or any persons pursuing their education be- 
yond secondary school. The committee shall 
take into consideration each recipient's fi- 
nancial need, character, scholastic record, 
and involvement in school and community. 
The applications deadline is March 31. 

Western Massachusetts seniors who 
plan to attend an accredited college or 
technical school to study advertising, com- 
munications, marketing or graphics arts 
and will be attending in September 2021 
are encouraged to apply for the scholarship 
offered by The Advertising Club of Western 
Massachusetts. Applications are available 
at adclubwm.org and must be postmarked 
on or before March 31. The scholarship 
must be applied against tuition and fees at 
the school. Candidates will be judged on 
academic performance, extracurricular 
activities, community service and/or work 
experience, a demonstrated interest in ad- 
vertising, communications, marketing or 
graphic design, personal recommendations, 
and a letter of introduction outlining future 
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plans. More information is available at ad- 
clubwm.org 

The Pascal A. Deliso Scholarship is of- 
fered to students with distinguished aca- 
demic ability, regular involvement in com- 
munity service, commitment to the Roman 
Catholic faith, one parent of Italian descent, 
and have an acceptance to an accredited 
two- or four-year college or university. Ap- 
plications are available in Naviance and 
must be submitted by April 1. 


Hartford announces 
Dean's List 


WEST HARTFORD, Conn. - The 
University of Hartford is pleased to an- 
nounce the following students have 
been named to the Dean’s List for Fall 
2020. 

Brianna Benjamin of Agawam 

Emily Fountain of Feeding Hills 

Gabriella Harrison of Agawam 

Alexandra Humphries of Agawam 

Kristen Langevin of Feeding Hills 

Elizabeth Milliken of Agawam 

Kaitlyn Ravizza of Agawam 

Giovanna Recchia of Feeding Hills 

Mara Winer of Agawam 


Wesley makes 
Villanova Dean’s List 


AGAWAM - Mason Wesley, of Feeding 
Hills, has been name to the Fall 2020 Dean's 
List at Villanova University in PA. Mason 
is a 2020 graduate of Agawam High School 
and is in the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences. Inclusion on this list recognizes 
a student’s commitment to an intellectu- 
ally rigorous education in the liberal arts 
and sciences, one that fosters critical in- 
sight, mature judgment, and independent 
thinking. Students must complete at least 
12 credits of letter grade courses each se- 
mester with a minimum GPA of 3.50. 
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SPORTS 


SWIMMING 


Girls swimming 


———— >. ¥ +! a = = ¥ > wa 






= a 
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eg of the 200 medley relay. 


Gabriella Gebo takes her turn in the relay. 
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Gabrielle Rueli competes in the 200 individual medley. 
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° AGAWAM - The Agawam High School girls 
rr 2 ' swimming team has enjoyed the opportuni- 
peg al ty to compete in the pool at Agawam Junior 
High School, if only for a few short weeks. The 
Brownies were set to conclude the season ear- 
lier this week. They have gone 0-4 so far in four 
virtual meets, their most recent meet against 
East Longmeadow on Feb. 8, a 118-63 defeat. 
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wades through short season 
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Mia Dilullo makes her dive attempt. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 





RACING 


Outlaw open entry lists loading up for Icebreaker, Thompson 300 


THOMPSON, Conn. — ‘The 
Thompson Speedway Motor- 
sports Park oval is shaping up 
as the place to watch the biggest 
stars of Tour-Type Modified Rac- 
ing in 2021. Entry lists for both 
the Icebreaker 125 on April 10/11 
and the return of the Thompson 
300 on October 9/10 are already 
loaded with local, regional, and 
even national open-wheel racing 
headliners. 

As the first and last events of 
the season at the historic Con- 
necticut track, both the Icebreak- 
er and the Thompson 300 are ex- 
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Tom Morris racing is back this season. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


FOOTBALL 


Football rules set for 2021 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - While the vaccina- 
tion effort is ongoing, there is still 
a need to make modifications to 
high school sports and football 
will be no different. 

High school football games 
are finally set to commence next 
month and those that are able to 
watch games will not see a major 
difference in how the games are 
played other than what happens 
behind the scenes and on the 
sidelines. 


Like all sports currently, foot- 
ball players will be required to 
wear face coverings. In the last 
couple of months, variants of 
COVID-19 coming from the Unit- 
ed Kingdom and South Africa 
have resulted in a more conta- 
gious mutations of the virus. As a 
result, people have been advised 
to wear multiple or multi-layer 
face coverings now. The MIAA 
is not allowing gaiter face cov- 
erings, but are not currently re- 
quiring the multi-layer coverings. 
Football players wear full helmets 
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Follow Turley Sports 
on Instagram 


Turley Publications sports depart- 
ment has recently joined Instagram. You 
can find our account by searching “tur- 
leysports. We will regularly feature sam- 
ples of photos that you will see in our 
publications on a weekly basis. Please fol- 
low and share with your friends and loved 
ones. We will be featuring photos from all 
11 of our sports sections in the coming 
weeks, but as always, you can see all the 
photos that appear by subscribing to your 
local paper or picking up a copy in your 
community. 
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Bobby Santos will look to compete in the upcoming Icebreaker race. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Hampshire association 
seeking umpires 


REGION - The Hampshire Franklin 
Baseball Umpire Association (HFBUA) is 
planning to conduct classes for the 2021 
baseball season following all recommend- 
ed COVID-19 protocols including the pos- 
sibility of on-line instruction. The associa- 
tion covers umpiring of scholastic baseball 
for all of Hampshire and Franklin county 
schools registered under MIAA and sev- 
eral other baseball leagues in the area. If 
you are interested in umpiring baseball or 
obtaining further information regarding 
the upcoming classes please contact Roger 
Booth - Secretary/Treasurer of the HFBUA 
via email at quilthunter@comcast.net. 
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pected to be the year's two greatest shows. 
The early entries back up these expecta- 
tions with a mix of touring series champi- 
ons, track champions, and big-time win- 
ners in the Modified ranks. With so many 
top drivers ready for action, the buzz that 
has surrounded the events for months will 
only get louder. 

Leading the roll call is six-time NA- 
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour champion 
Doug Coby of Milford, CT. The modern 
Modified legend has filed entries for both 
the $10,000-to-win Icebreaker 125 and the 
$20,000-to-win Thompson 300. Coby will 
compete at the Icebreaker in the #20CT 
Modified Rick Czarnecki. For the Thomp- 
son 300, he will be behind the wheel of his 
own Doug Coby Racing #10CT car that de- 
buted in 2020. 

Coby is one of multiple drivers planning 
to do double-duty with the Icebreaker and 
the NASCAR Modified Tour event at Virgin- 
ias Martinsville Speedway on April 8. An- 
other is multi-time NASCAR Modified and 
Modified Racing Series (MRS) winner Eric 
Goodale of Riverhead, NY. Goodale, who is 
currently competing in the World Series of 
Asphalt Stock Car Racing at Floridas New 
Smyrna Speedway, is looking forward to 
keeping the Thompson Modified tradition 
alive. 

“IT love racing at Thompson, Goodale 
said. “It’s one of my favorite tracks. I’m ex- 
cited to do it. The thought to go into a Mod- 
ified season and not have a Modified race 
at Thompson would be a bit disturbing. 
This is the stuff I grew up on, and I'm final- 
ly getting to live it everyday. I'll be leaving 
Martinsville, heading home, switching the 
car over and heading right to Thompson 
for a double-header weekend.’ 

Several other notable names have al- 
ready joined Coby in committing early to 
both the Icebreaker 125 and Thompson 300. 
Multi-time Thompson Speedway champion 
and former NASCAR Weekly Racing Series 
national champion Keith Rocco of Berlin, CT 
will be gunning for the two five-figure first 
prizes in his familiar #57CT. So will former 
Modified Racing Series (MRS) and Interna- 
tional Supermodified Association (ISMA) 
champion Jonathan McKennedy of Chelms- 
ford, MA. Others who beat the crowd with 
their entries include 2011 NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour champion Ron Silk, two-time 
MRS champion Chris Pasteryak, and recent 
MRS winner Ronnie Williams. 

The Icebreaker entry list alone, mean- 


while, is nearing two dozen names with 
two months still to go before the event. 
One driver that everyone will have their 
eyes on is Franklin, MAs Bobby Santos III. 
Santos has become the dean of big-money 
open-wheel events in recent years, winning 
everything from the Musket 250 at New 
Hampshire Motor Speedway to the Little 
500 at Indiana's Anderson Speedway. At the 
Icebreaker 125, Santos will be in the cock- 
pit of the #44MA Tinio Racing car he has pi- 
loted to 11 NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour 
victories. 

Other high-profile names preparing 
for the Icebreaker 125 are MRS champi- 
on Anthony Nocella, recent World Series 
Modified Open winner Mike Christopher 
Jr., many-time Modified winner Richard Sa- 
vary, and former Pro-4 Modified standout 
Derek Robbie. While their Thompson plans 
remain to be seen beyond the Icebreak- 
er, a good start could certainly spur them 
to attend more of the planned big-money 
events. 

The Icebreaker 125 is the opener of the 
new Thompson Outlaw Open Modified Se- 
ries for 2021. The six-race series includes 
the annual Icebreaker, the Thompson 300 
as part of the World Series of Speedway 
Racing, and four Wednesday night events 
held between June and September. The 
Wednesday events will pay a minimum of 
$5,000 to win; meanwhile, the Icebreaker 
and Thompson 300 have guaranteed top 
prizes of $10,000 and $20,000, respectively. 
All told, more than $250,000 in purse mon- 
ey will be posted at these six races. 

The Icebreaker 125 and Thompson 
300 entry forms, along with the rules for 
the Outlaw Open Modified Series, have 
been posted at Wwww.acttour.com/out- 
law-open-modifieds(link is external). The 
early-entry deadlines are March 15 for the 
Icebreaker 125 and April 15 for the Thomp- 
son 300. More information about the series 
will be released throughout the season. 

Thompson Speedway’ opens _ its 
82nd season with the 46th Icebreaker on 
Saturday, April 10 and Sunday, April 11. The 
Icebreaker 125 is part of a nine-division 
that also includes all of Thompson's local 
divisions plus the Pro All Stars Series Super 
Late Models, NEMA Lites, and EXIT Realty 
Pro Truck Challenge. 

The full event schedule and _ticket- 
ing info will be announced in the coming 
weeks. All local and state health and safety 
guidelines are in effect. 





MIAA official recognized for 
leadership by NFHS 


FRANKLIN - The National Federation 
of State High School Associations (NFHS) 
selected eight leaders in state high school 
associations to receive an NFHS Citation. 
This award honors individuals who have 
made contributions to the NFHS, state 
high school associations, athletic director 
and coaching professions, the officiating 
avocation and fine arts/performing arts 
programs. The NFHS Citation is one of the 
most prestigious achievements in high 
school athletics and performing arts. 

The Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association (MIAA) is extremely 
proud to announce the NFHS 2021 Section 
1 Citation recipient: 

Sherry Bryant, associate executive di- 
rector of the MIAA. 

During her 30-year career at the Asso- 
ciations, Bryant has served as Financial 
Controller, Director of Human Resources, 
Technology Advancement Leader, and Li- 
aison to a number of sport Committees in- 
cluding, Field Hockey, Basketball, Gymnas- 
tics, Skiing, Tennis, Softball, and co-liaison 
for Rugby. Bryant has also provided leader- 
ship through her service to the MIAA Tour- 
nament Management Committee, MIAA 
Blue Ribbon Committee on Gender Equity, 
the MIAA Covid-19 Task Force, and MIAA 


Women and Girls Leadership initiatives. 
At the national level, she has served two 
terms on the NFHS Field Hockey Commit- 
tee most recently as chair, is a leader in the 
NFHS/USA Field Hockey Advocacy Group, 
and has been appointed to the NFHS Stra- 
tegic Planning Committee. 

MIAA member, Field Hockey Commit- 
tee Chair, Coach and retired Rockport 
High School Athletic Director Mary Ryan 
stated, “Sherry is hands-down the ultimate 
professional and so deserving of the NFHS 
Section 1 Citation. Her commitment, dedi- 
cation and tireless work ethic on the local, 
state and national levels on behalf of our 
student-athletes, athletic directors and 
coaches is beyond reproach. I have the 
utmost respect and admiration for all that 
she does in the quest of Educational Athlet- 
ics. I have been so fortunate to call her my 
colleague and friend.” 

According to MIAA Executive Director 
Bill Gaine, “Sherry Bryant's 30-year service 
to the MIAA membership as well as being 
a key Senior Executive teammate has been 
outstanding. I am very pleased her contri- 
butions to our NFHS Section 1 colleagues 
and NFHS Association have been recog- 
nized and will be celebrated.’ 


Nominees for volleyball hall announced 


HOLYOKE - The list of 25 nominees for 
the International Volleyball Hall of Fame 
2021 Induction has been announced and 
the Fan Vote presented by Mizuno is now 
officially open through Feb. 28. 

Fans can vote daily for as many nominees 
as they feel are deserving of Induction. The 
top 5 nominees selected by the public will 
comprise a ‘fans’ ballot” that will be tallied 
along with the official selection committee 
ballots to pick the Class of 2021 inductees. 
“These 25 nominees represent 11 different 
countries and some of the biggest names 
in volleyball from the past two decades 
and beyond.’ said George Mulry, Execu- 
tive Director of the International Volley- 
ball Hall of Fame. “Having to skip the 2020 
class of Inductees because of COVID has 
created a bit of a backlog that’s resulted 
in perhaps the strongest list of nominees 
top to bottom weve ever had. I think it’s 
going to be really hard for people to nar- 


FOOTBALL 


with some also wearing splash guards. ‘The 
guards are being encouraged as they pro- 
vide an additional layer of protection. 

Larger teams like Longmeadow, Cen- 
tral, and Holyoke will have limits to the 
number of players they can bring to the 
sideline. A maximum of just 45 players will 
be allowed to dress for games and be on the 
sidelines. 

In many high school games, players are 
injured and unable to play, often wear their 
jerseys to the field and are on the sidelines 
to cheer on teammates. Those players will 
not be allowed in the Fall 2 season in order 
to limit the number of people on the side- 
lines of games. Only 45 players and a max- 
imum of six coaches will be allowed on the 
sidelines along with other game personnel, 
like officials, the chain gang, and athletic 
trainers. 

The 45 players on the sideline will be 
required to have face coverings at all time 
and must be socially distant from one an- 
other. 

The coin toss, which usually features 
multiple captains going to midfield, will 
only feature one player from coach team 
and the referee. 

During games, when the action gets in- 
tense, players and coaches will often crowd 
the sideline. This will not be allowed and 


row down their Fan Vote selections but it 
will also make this year’s Induction that 
much more special for the selected class.’ 
The new class of Inductees will be an- 
nounced in March and the 2021 Induction 
Celebration is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 
23 and will be live streamed for anyone that 
cannot travel to Holyoke. Induction Cel- 
ebration tickets will go on sale when the 
new class is announced. 

The nominees are: Taismary Aguero, Dr. 
Rolf Andresen, Manuela Benelli, Gianfran- 
co Briani, Julius Brink and Jonas Recker- 
mann, Dr. Gabriel Cherebetiu, Sergio Dutra 
Santos, Giovane Gavio, Linda Hanley, 
Barbara Jelic-Ruzic, Pieter Joon, Siegfried 
Kohler, Peter Lange, Andre Meyer, Samuele 
Papi, Carmelo Pittera, Bernardo Rezende, 
Todd Rogers, Yumilka Ruiz, Ricardo San- 
tos, Clay Stanley, Sergey Tetyuhkhin, Lo- 
gan Tom, Fernanda Venturini, and Elaine 
Youngs. 
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will be strictly enforced. Referees are being 
instructed to assess penalties if warnings 
to be at least two yards away from the side- 
line are not adhered to. 

There will be more time to account for 
the need for players to have water breaks 
and catch their breath. Timeouts are ex- 
tended to two minutes long. Intermissions 
between quarters will also be longer. Water 
breaks will also be instituted around the 
six-minute mark of each quarter, though 
referees can declare a water break around 
that time during a change of possession. 

A schedule for the football season has 
yet to be released, though it has already 
been determined there will be no tourna- 
ment. The same has applied to the fall and 
winter seasons. 

A few athletic directors have already 
said traditional Friday night football is 
unlikely to occur during the Fall 2 season 
due to the colder temperatures. Right now, 
nighttime temperatures are consistently 
in the 30's, unlike the normal fall season 
where it is still much warmer until Novem- 
ber. 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday after- 
noon games are likely in order for players 
to be able to play some of the games in the 
sun and slightly warmer temperatures. The 
Fall 2 season will be continuing into April. 


Find us online: www.sports.turley.com 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


AA !"SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


WANTED TO BUY 


Fast Free Removal of Junk Cars. His- 
torically highest cash paid for unwant- 
ed autos. (413) 783-3963 





WE TAKE IT ALL 


WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


~— Removal Service 





2***xex*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL itics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


February 25, 2021 





CLEANING 
SERVICES 


CLEANING LADY with over ten years 
experience, references upon request. 
Will clean households and offices. 
Please call (413)378-5032 and ask 
for Ewa 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 
Base Price 
$28.50 
Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Number of Weeks:___ 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


X per week rate = $ 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Credit Card: (J MasterCard VISA 41 Discover LJ Cash L) Check# 
Card# EX. Date WV 
Amountofcharge: tes 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


[ cm | 
SE 
Bole 
ED. 
coe 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 






GRANBY 







Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 


STN BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 













7 





NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NOR 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 








WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 





WILBRAHAM 






SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
————_—————_ additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___*10,00_ 


Add athird ZONE $5.00 


Subtotal = 
XNumberofWeeks 
TOTALEnclosed 


— Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


a 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


LICR 
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COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH MEETING 

Notice is hereby given 
that Debilitating Medical 
Condition Treatment Centers, 
Inc. (DMC) will hold a web- 
based Community Outreach 
Meeting on March 12, 2021 
at 6:00 P.M. via Zoom to 
discuss the proposed cit- 
ing of a Marijuana Product 
Manufacturing Facility. 

DMC intends to apply 
for a license to operate 
as a Marijuana Product 
Manufacturer to be locat- 
ed at 584 Meadow St. Ext., 
Agawam, MA OIOOI in 
accordance with M.G.L. ch. 
94G and the Massachusetts 
Cannabis Control 
Commission’s regulations at 
935 CMR 500.000 et seq. 

Topics to be discussed at 
the meeting will include, but 
not be limited to: 

1. The type of Adult-Use 
Marijuana Establishment to 
be located at the proposed 
address; 

2. Plans for maintaining a 
secure facility; 

3. Plans to prevent diver- 
sion to minors; 


4. Plans to positively 
impact the community; and 

5. Plans to ensure the 
establishment will not consti- 
tute a nuisance to the commu- 
nity. 

Interested members of the 
community are encouraged to 
ask questions in advance and 
receive answers from DMC’s 
representatives about the pro- 
posed facility and operations. 
A question and answer session 
will also take place after the 
presentation. 

To join the zoom meeting 
simply type the link below 
into any web browser: 

http://bit.ly/2ZCLRxQ 

For those who have the 
Zoom app click the Join but- 
ton on the home page and type 
in the meeting ID number: 

Meeting ID: 823 1153 
4700 

Meeting materials will 
be posted at http://bit.ly/3d- 
ntnti no later than 24 hours 
in advance of the scheduled 
meeting. 

John Hanmer 

COO — DMC 

johnh @dmcmass.com 
02/25/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0258EKA 
Estate of: 

David Michael Jaskulski 
Date of Death: 12/15/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Ryan M 
Jaskulski of Westfield MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Ryan M Jaskulski of 
Westfield MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 


in unsupervised administra- 
tion 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 03/17/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed- 
ing. If you fail to file a time- 
ly written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 


tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin- 
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: February 17, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
02/25/2021 


AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT 
LEGAL NOTICE 
Date: February 5, 2021 

Notice is hereby given that 
the Agawam Zoning Board of 
Appeals will hold a public hear- 
ing via ZOOM on Monday, 
March 22, 2021 at 6:30PM 
for all parties interested in the 
appeal of Cellco Partnership, 
d/b/a Verizon Wireless, which 
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MEDICAL 
Gixe)ely 





Prevention & Medical Care 

‘To Help You Live Better, Longer. 
NOW HIRING!!! Valley Medical 
Group, a multi-specialty group serving 
over 55,000 patients is currently hiring 
for a Family Practice RN, Family Prac- 
tice LPN, Family Practice Medical As- 
sistant, GI Technician, Infection Con- 
trol RN and per diem Covid Vaccine 
RN for positions in our Amherst office! 
To view more details about our open- 
ings and to apply online, please visit 
www.vmgma.com. Come Join 
Our Team!! 


PART-TIME IN HOME CAREGIV- 
ER Palmer area for senior dementia 
woman. Call 413-544-8356 


PROFESSIONAL 
MEDICAL HOME CARE, LLC 
& PROFESSIONAL 
MEDICAL SERVICES, INC. 


Homemakers, PCAS, CNAs, Home 
Health Aids. We have offices in 
Palmer, West Springfield & Stur- 
bridge. Please call (413)289- 
9018. Denise Galarneau EOE 





TOWN OF WILBRAHAM, SEA- 
SONAL JOB POSITIONS Assis- 
tant Camp Director, Baseball & Softball 
Umpires, Camp Counselors, Junior 
Camp Counselors, Lifeguards, Water- 
front Director. Looking for numerous 
reliable seasonal employees. For ap- 
plication and more information please 
visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Appli- 
cation Deadline 03/19/21 at 4:30PM. 
EOE 


LAND FOR SALE 


SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Dock coming soon, swimming and 
fishing. Holland, MA. $19,000 each or 
best offer (508) 868-6157 


FOR RENT 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $800.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
WWW.newspapers.turley.com 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 


discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


is seeking a Special Permit in 
accordance with the Town of 
Agawam’s Zoning Ordinances, 
Chapter 180, Paragraphs 90 thru 
103, (Article XIV) to allow for 
the installation of a Personal 
Wireless Service Facility at 
the premises identified as 128 
Southwick Street; common- 
ly known as the Agawam Golf 
Course. 
Doreen A. Prouty Chairperson 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/83354499038?pwd=VFo1 Zkkz- 
VESRSUNLbGFVNEFRZ210QT09 
Meeting ID: 833 5449 9038 
Passcode: 065046 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,83354499038# 
US (Chicago) 
+16465588656, ,83354499038# 
US (New York) 
02/25, 03/04/2021 





Call us at 413.283.8393 





2021 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


Call For An IRS 
Appointment |<27™> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ © 


Bruce J. Charwick 


) AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 










Personal & Small Business 





Federal & All States 


FAAS PAA C23A 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 





Kitchen. Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


S| Tel: 413-289-0058 
<mi>| Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kitchentabletaxes.com 


\V/oleralle)a am kcb.arclalem mlatclaleiiclitels) All ests 


LS te ed we) ©) (=) ga larg 
|) ar ed oy 1-1 -j (ol at-| mia t-lele|(—m i ace) mm Lol em 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 





LASSIFIEDS > 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 


Reaching readers in 


50 local communities every week. 





INC. 





e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


e Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


¢ Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


413.283.8393 
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Free tax assistance offered through VITA program 


SPRINGFIELD - Springfield Part- 
ner for Community Action is gearing 
up for the annual free Volunteer In- 
come Tax Assistance Program (VITA). 
Income eligible taxpayers earning 
less than $57,000 annually qualify and 
should call 413- 263-6500 to schedule 
an appointment. 

VITA volunteers assist low wage 
earners complete their 2020 federal 
and state income tax returns in addi- 
tion to the earned income tax credits, 
child tax credit and education credits. 
Further making sure taxpayer claim 
and receive all state and federal tax 
benefits, including the Federal Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC). EITC is a 
federal income tax benefit designed 
to assist working families. It has been 


called the most significant federal 
program of lofting Americans out of 
poverty. 

Paul F. Bailey, executive director, 
said, “although we are closed to the 
public, the agency continues to as- 
sist participants. “This year due to 
COVID-19 we are implementing a 
new system using a drop box method. 
Drop box will allow participants to 
safely drop-off all required tax docu- 
ments in advance. Volunteer tax pre- 
parers will complete and follow up. 
Completed taxes will be mailed or we 
can arrange for pickups’. 

Springfield Partners also offer the 
Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC) 
designed to assist taxpayers having 
issues before the IRS and/or the State 


Department of Revenue. If youve re- 
ceived a notice form either state of 
federal tax authority or if you need 
to file prior year taxes you should call 
Mary Ellen at 413-263-6500 ext. 6565 
or Marty O'Connor at 413-263-6500 
ext. 6566. 

Springfield Partners is the official 
anti-poverty agency serving great- 
er Springfield and parts of Western 
MA. We offer several programs and 
services including Eviction Clinic, 
Housing Counseling, Credit Counsel- 
ing, Financial Literacy, Weatheriza- 
tion, Veterans Services, Emergency 
Fuel, New Beginnings Early Education 
& Care, COVID-19 Emergency Re- 
sponse, Scholarships and Telephone 
Reassurance. 


BusinessWest now accepting nominations for 40 
Under Forty Class of 2020; nominations close Feb. 26 


SPRINGFIELD — _ BusinessWest 
magazine is now accepting nomina- 
tions for its 40 Under Forty class of 
2021, and will accept them up to the 
Feb. 26 deadline. 

Launched in 2007, the recognition 
program is a celebration of rising stars 
in the four counties of Western Mass. 
The process of selecting the region's 40 
Under Forty begins with nominations. 

The background materials sub- 
mitted on a given individual are the 
primary source of information to be 





weighed by a panel of five judges who 
will score the candidates. 

Those at BusinessWest encourage 
submissions to be thorough, detailing 
the candidate's success in business, 
involvement in the community, and 
awards and designations. Supporting 
information (such as a résumé) may 
be sent to godaire@businesswest.com 
. Please include the nominee's name 
in the subject line. 

Nominees must be under age 
40 as of April 1, 2021. Nominations 


Digital Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that recently ran 
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can be submitted at businesswest. 
com/40-under-forty-nomina- 
tion-form . Only nominations submit- 
ted to BusinessWest through the on- 
line form will be considered. 

The selected individuals will be 
profiled in the May 12 edition of Busi- 
nessWest and celebrated at the annu- 
al 40 Under Forty Gala on June 24. 

For more information, call Jennifer 
Godaire, Marketing and Events direc- 
tor, at 413-781-8600, ext. 100, or e-mail 
godaire@businesswest.com. 


Visit us on 
the web 
www.turley.com 


eee® 
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Eucharistic Adoration 
at St. John’s 


AGAWAM - All are welcome and invited to join us 
at St. John the Evangelist Church, 833 Main Street, for 
Eucharistic Adoration, Wednesdays, 12 noon to 5:45 
p.m. with Holy Mass at 6:00 p.m. Come and spend some 
time in quiet prayer with our Lord Jesus Christ, present 
in the Eucharist. 

























Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas? 

Let us know 

how we're 
doing. 


Your opinion is something we 
always want to hear. 

Call or contact us via email 
agawamadvertiser@turley.com. 


AGAWAM 


ADVERTISER NEWS 
agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 


| 
A Turley Publications, Inc. Community Newspaper 





24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413.283.8393 
www.turley.com 
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Enjoy the convenience of home 
delivery for less than $3 monthly 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


